
TRANSPORTATION CODE 
CHAPTER 551. OPERATION OF BICYCLES, MOPEDS, AND PLAY VEHICLES 

SUBCHAPTER B. REGULATION OF OPERATION 
 
 
§ 551.101.  RIGHTS AND DUTIES.   
(a)  A person operating a bicycle has the rights and duties applicable to a 
driver operating a vehicle under this subtitle, unless: 
 (1) a provision of this chapter alters a right or duty; or 

(2) a right or duty applicable to a driver operating a vehicle cannot 
by its nature apply to a person operating a bicycle. 

(b)  A parent of a child or a guardian of a ward may not knowingly permit 
the child or ward to violate this subtitle. 
 
§ 551.102.  GENERAL OPERATION.   
(a)  A person operating a bicycle shall ride only on or astride a permanent 
and regular seat attached to the bicycle. 
(b)  A person may not use a bicycle to carry more persons than the bicycle 
is designed or equipped to carry. 
(c)  A person operating a bicycle may not use the bicycle to carry an object 
that prevents the person from operating the bicycle with at least one hand 
on the handlebars of the bicycle. 
(d)  A person operating a bicycle, coaster, sled, or toy vehicle or using 
roller skates may not attach either the person or the bicycle, coaster, 
sled, toy vehicle, or roller skates to a streetcar or vehicle on a roadway. 
 
§ 551.103.  OPERATION ON ROADWAY.   
(a)  Except as provided by Subsection (b), a person operating a bicycle on a 
roadway who is moving slower than the other traffic on the roadway shall 
ride as near as practicable to the right curb or edge of the roadway, 
unless: 

(1) the person is passing another vehicle moving in the same 
direction; 

(2) the person is preparing to turn left at an intersection or onto a 
private road or driveway; 

(3) a condition on or of the roadway, including a fixed or moving 
object, parked or moving vehicle, pedestrian, animal, or surface 
hazard prevents the person from safely riding next to the right 
curb or edge of the roadway; or 

(4) the person is operating a bicycle in an outside lane that is: 
(A)  less than 14 feet in width and does not have a designated 

bicycle lane adjacent to that lane; or 
(B) too narrow for a bicycle and a motor vehicle to safely travel 

side by side. 
(b)  A person operating a bicycle on a one-way roadway with two or more 
marked traffic lanes may ride as near as practicable to the left curb or 
edge of the roadway. 
(c)  Persons operating bicycles on a roadway may ride two abreast.  Persons 
riding two abreast on a laned roadway shall ride in a single lane.  Persons 
riding two abreast may not impede the normal and reasonable flow of traffic 
on the roadway.  Persons may not ride more than two abreast unless they are 
riding on a part of a roadway set aside for the exclusive operation of 
bicycles. 
(d)  Repealed by Acts 2001, 77th Leg., ch. 1085, § 13, eff. Sept. 1, 2001. 



§ 551.104.  SAFETY EQUIPMENT. 
(a) A person may not operate a bicycle unless the bicycle is equipped 

with a brake capable of making a braked wheel skid on dry, level, 
clean pavement. 

(b) A person may not operate a bicycle at nighttime unless the bicycle 
is equipped with: 
(1) a lamp on the front of the bicycle that emits a white light 

visible from a distance of at least 500 feet in front of the 
bicycle; and 

(2) on the rear of the bicycle:  
(A) a red reflector that is: 

(i)  of a type approved by the department; and 
(ii) visible when directly in front of lawful upper beams 

of motor vehicle headlamps from all distances from 50 
to 300 feet to the rear of the bicycle; or 

(B) a lamp that emits a red light visible from a distance of 
500 feet to the rear of the bicycle. 

 


